May 11th, 2003
Hi Gavin

Back to writing letters to Camp Lejeune again. I will also send this letter by e-mail so that you can read it now and then lie back and read it again when it arrives in a week or so. I will be trying to complete all the letters a bit sooner this morning as the hotel cleaners are coming for a thorough cleaning of the place in the afternoon. Periodically, they send out a checklist form asking what, if anything, needs to be attended to. This time, I will get the carpet shampooed, the marble floor polished, the air-conditioning filters changed, furniture touched up and one or two other things I can’t remember. They used to do the cleaning during the week, but this is the first time on a Sunday. Perhaps people were complaining of things being disturbed when they were at work and so not here to supervise. But, I won’t hang around supervising; I may go for a walk or sunbathe at the poolside. 


Remember the serialised version of “Great Expectations” by Charles Dickens that Stanford University sent out? I had asked them to send it to you but don’t know if you ever received it. Well, yesterday they e-mailed a questionnaire to everybody who had received it, which I duly filled in and returned. They also hinted that another book might be produced and listed 6 possibilities to be put in order. My first choice was “A tale of two cities” also by Charles Dickens. Others books were “Oliver Twist” (Charles Dickens), two by Thomas Hardy, including “Far from the madding crowd” and a couple of others. “A tale of two cities” is about two cities – London and Paris – and two men, one of whom stood in for the other and was executed in his place during the French Revolution. 


All the preliminary matches in the Super 12 tournament are now completed. The top four teams are, in order, the Auckland Blues, the Canterbury Crusaders, the Wellington Hurricanes and the Canberra Brumbies. The Otago Higlanders lost out on fourth place yesterday when they were beaten by the Queensland Reds. On TV on Thursday evening I watched a replay of the Crusaders v Brumbies game which the Crusaders won. And although the Brumbies lost, they just managed to get into the semi-finals as other teams above them, such as the Highlanders, lost. The top 4 teams play off in the semi-finals next weekend. The Blues v the Brumbies at Auckland and the Crusaders v the Hurricanes at Christchurch. My prediction is that the final will be between the Blues and the Crusaders, but we will see. The first All Blacks game of the year is to be against England in Wellington. All seats for the game were snapped up within an hour. England has been tipped as a possible World Cup winner later in the year. 


There was another public holiday this past week, which once again, I knew nothing about! Last Thursday was a holiday for the Buddha’s birthday. Thursday was also a gym day for me. On a holiday, there are always more people in the gym. Over 20 there at one stage when I was there (5 p.m. to 6 p.m.) but when I was leaving after my shower, almost everybody else had gone! Thursday was also the Cheung Chau Bun Festival day, started over 100 years ago to thank the deities for stopping an epidemic that had broken out there. In the parade, there are children help up high of the shoulders of adults by iron rods that are not visible. This year, some were dressed up as hospital SARS workers. 

Did I mention that a male nurse at Tuen Mun Hospital died of SARS? His funeral was held the other day. He was buried at “Gallant Gardens”, a government cemetery in Fanling for its “heroes” who die in the line of duty. The Chief Executive (not wearing a mask) and some senior ministers (some with masks) attended. From what I said last week about people dying from SARS being cremated immediately, I was surprised at this funeral being held. Perhaps cremations apply to some cases only. SARS is a big problem still in China with a lot of concern that it will spread in the rural areas, most of which have no facilities to treat people. The WHO is still critical of China for not providing accurate statistics about SARS there. And Macau reported its first case yesterday, though it is hard to believe that it has managed to remain SARS free until now. 

The rainy season in HK has certainly started with a big bang – literally! Early last Monday, between about midnight and daybreak, about 300 mm (12 inches) of rain fell in the Northern New Territories during a torrential thunderstorm. Very severe flooding. A police officer, coming off duty at the border on his bicycle, was swept away and drowned while trying to rescue someone in a flooded river. The hotel pool was closed that day as the thunderstorm signal was still hoisted, so I went tot he gym and did 20 minutes of quite vigorous rowing instead. 

I have mentioned the building construction on the large site that the suite overlooks. Still doing the piling and it is not too noisy. I watch occasionally and am learning something about the piling process. Two kinds – huge caissons (tubes) which are lowered into the ground as soil is removed, and thin steel beams, which are hammered into the ground. 

I am including again the information I found on the VA websites that I sent you the other day. You had mentioned the bit about Australia – but that turned out to be only about Universities. 
I found this about flight training:

* Flight training. You must have a private pilot certificate and meet the medical requirements for the desired certificate before beginning training. If your program began before October 1, 1998, you must continue to meet the medical requirements throughout your flight training program. (But there is nothing about whether this is only for the US or if other countries are OK. And it seems you must already have a private pilot certificate -- is that the same as a license?)

This is a comment about overseas education:

* Programs overseas that lead to a college degree. (Seems to be only university degrees -- like the reply given to CUHK.)

* Information concerning the approval status of courses or programs of study may be obtained by writing to: Department of Veterans Affairs Education Service (225A) 810 Vermont Ave., NW Washington, DC 20420. You may also reach us by fax at (202) 275-2636.

* Question: How do I find out if a particular school or program is approved? Answer:  You may also call 1-888-GI-BILL1 (1-888-442-4551) and ask a education case manager

Approving Agency in NC (I don’t know if this will help for enquiries about Australia or not).

Mr. James E. Little, Executive Director, North Carolina State Approving Agency 130 Penmarc Drive, 

Suite 110, Raleigh, NC  27603-2434
 jlit@ga.unc.edu   Phone:  (919) 733-7535   Fax: (919) 733-128

You will need to go and talk to them again as not everything is given on the websites. But I will keep trying.
Cheers,   Dad
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